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A new national organization, the Consortium to Prevent School Violence (CPSV), has launched a website and multiple
research, training, and information dissemination projects geared to help reduce school violence. The Consortium, a primarily
volunteer effort, includes national experts in school violence prevention spanning the disciplines of education, psychology,
mental health, social services, and juvenile justice.

Consortium Mission: The Consortium to Prevent School Violence is committed to assisting educators and schools in the
reduction of school violence.

Consortium Goals: The Consortium seeks to foster high quality research on school violence prevention; communication
among researchers, practitioners and policy makers; dissemination of research-based information regarding effective school
violence reduction programs; technical assistance and professional development that aid in implementing effective school
violence reduction practices; and advocacy of effective research-based solutions to policy makers.

Consortium History: The Consortium grew out of efforts that followed the tragic Amish school shootings of Fall, 2006. A

group of 20 researchers and practitioners in the field of school violence prevention collaborated on the creation of a nationally
disseminated position statement on the school shootings. In the process, it became apparent that an alliance of researchers and
practitioners in school violence prevention to further the common goal of reducing school violence would be highly valuable.

Current Consortium projects include:

¢ Brief and practical fact sheets for use by teachers, school administrators, parents, and others working in school-
related settings, offering concise, understandable, and usable research-based recommendations for practice. Topics
will include: screening and referring at-risk students for help; bullying prevention; gangs in schools; threat assessment
in schools; working with students with a history of academic failure and behavioral problems; school-family
partnerships to address behavioral problems; mentoring programs for at-risk youth; and others as needs are identified.

¢ Usable research briefs by leading researchers, targeting critical topic areas, such as bullying prevention, zero
tolerance, school-accessible evidence-based interventions, youth gun access and guns in schools, and school resource
officers. The briefs, which summarize extant knowledge of the topic, will be designed for an end-user audience of
school staff, local school and school district administrators, professional training personnel, and policymakers and
legislators at the state and federal level.

¢ Staff training PowerPoints for school violence prevention which include speaker notes and support resources, for
use in schools, local youth service agencies, and other organizations concerned with school violence. The PowerPoints
will be designed for use by professional trainers who may have general but not highly specific knowledge of school
violence prevention. The PowerPoints will be geared to support training sessions for use in in-service programs,
workshops, and other professional training venues.

¢ Effective practices video in which national experts share key lessons learned from school violence prevention
research and practice. The video, as envisioned, approximately 35-40 minutes in length, will feature approximately 15
national experts, each briefly highlighting important bottom line findings. The video will be developed along critical
themes such as school wide programming, early intervention, fostering connectedness, providing mental health and
other supports, threat assessment, and crisis management.

All research-based materials posted on the Consortium website are evaluated and approved by the Consortium’s expert
review panel of distinguished scholars.



